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1/23/78 GRIZZLIES SWfeEP BOBCATS: IDAHO AND
sports state + Big Sky + basketball suppl. GONZAGA NEXT (ON THE ROAD)
ro s e n t h a l / g f
M I S S O U L A . ..
I t’s back on the road for the Montana Grizzlies w i t h  a trip to the Inland Empire 
for games with the University of Idaho, Friday, Jan. 27 and Gonzaga University,
Saturday, Jan. 28. Game time at both I d a h o’s Kibbie-ASUI Dome and Gonzaga*s Kennedy 
Pavilion is 8:05 p.m. PST (9:05 M S T ) . The games can be heard on M i s s o u l a’s KYLT radio 
with Bill Schwanke at the mic.
The game w i t h  Gonzaga can also be seen on M i s s oula's cable channel 11 on a color, 
tape-delayed telecast at midnight (MST).
These games will be the fourth and fifth on the G r i z z l y  road schedule for this 
season's conference games. M o n t a n a  is curr e n t l y  2-2 in league p l a y  w i t h  road losses to 
Boise State and Idaho State, and a road win and home wi n  over M o n t a n a  State. U M  is 
9-6 overall.
"Winning these two games against Montana State simply means we must now be prepared 
for Idaho and Gonzaga," UM head basketball coach Jim Brandenburg said. "Every conference 
road trip is important, but this one has special importance now if w e ’re going to be a 
factor in the title chase."
Led by senior Michael Ray Richardson, junior A l lan Nielsen and sophomore John 
Stroeder, the Grizzlies held off a tough M o ntana State team to post a 65-57 win in 
Missoula last Saturday. The game was played before 9,338 f a n s — a Grizzly basketball 
record and a Big Sky Conference game record, surpassing last y e a r’s attendance figure 
of 9,302 at the UM-MSU game.
Richardson, back in form after his long bout with the flu, tallied 25 points.
Nielsen played another fine game against Montana State, hitting 16 points. Stroeder,
-more-
the 6-9^ sophomore center, scored 10 points on 5 of 7 from the field and hau l e d  in
14 rebounds.
Mo n t a n a  domin a t e d  the boards, o u t r e b o u n d i n g  M o n t a n a  State, 48-32. A l t h o u g h  the 
Grizzlies shot bet t e r  from the field than in t h eir win the p r e vious week (46.6% to 
39.1%), Mon t a n a  State shot w o r s e  (38.3% to 34.5%), even thou g h  M S U  cut the win n i n g  
margin in half.
Michael Ray Richardson continues to lead U M  in scoring w i t h  24.3 points per game.
He also leads in assists (4.6 p e r  game), b l o c k e d  shots and steals. John Stroe d e r  
moved his r e bound average up to 7.3 pe r  game to lead the team. A l l a n  Ni e l s e n  has 
j o i n e d  "Sugar Ray" in double figure scoring w i t h  10.1 ppg.
Altho u g h  the Idaho V a ndals are a 3-12 club and 0-3 in Big S k y  Conf e r e n c e  play, 
they are not to be taken lightly, accor d i n g  to J i m  Brandenburg.
"Idaho has b e e n  playing v e r y  well lately. Against W a s h i n g t o n  State, they played 
well enough to win," B r andenburg said.
The Vandals lost to the WSU Cougars, 69-67. In that game, s ophomore T e r r y  Gre d l e r  
had a career high 20 points for U I .
Reed Jaussi is the leading scorer for Idaho with a 15.2 point per game average. 
Wayne M c C a l l e y  is the leading r e b o u n d e r  with 8.0 rebounds a game.
The Vandals average 64.5 points a game to 75.3 for the opposition. They shoot 44% 
from the field and 71% from the line. The opponents are shooting 51% from the field 
and 70% from the line. The Vandals are b e i n g  o u t r e b o u n d e d  39.3 to 38.1. Idaho runs a 
1-3-1 offense.
Gonzaga is riding a six-game win streak, has a 10-8 overall record and a perfect 
3-0 conference record with wins over W e b e r  State, N o r t h e r n  A r i z o n a  and Idaho. Gonzaga*s 
latest wins were in Hawaii. The Zags pos t e d  70-62 and 87-83 wins over the University of 
Hawaii and a 75-72 win over NCAA Division III team, Chaminade.
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-more-
Forward Har o l d  Brown and Paul Cathey are leading scorers with 12.4 and 10.3 point 
per game averages. Cathey is the leading rebounder with 11.9 rebounds a game. Gonzaga 
averages 68.5 points a game to 67.9 for the opposition. The Bulldogs outrebound the 
opponents 39.8 to 36.4. Gonzaga is shooting 43.5% from the field and 67.6% from the 
line. The opposition is shooting 46.5% and 69.1%.
"Gonzaga is putting it together and will be very tough coming back home with three 
road wins," Jim B r andenburg said. "The Go n z a g a  and Idaho games will be very difficult 
as are all road games in this conference."
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